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CHESTER THEATRE COMPANY
Presents

THE BETROTHED
by Dipika Guha

Regional Premiere of Acclaimed I maginative Work
by Exciting Y oung Playwright

CHESTER, MA- The final installment in CTC’s 2012ncommon L ove Stories season will bd he
Betrothed by Dipika Guha. Ms. Guha'’s beguiling, funny fabfdove pursuing its unpredictable course is
receiving its regional premiere in only its sec@mafessional productio.he Betrothed, which The

Boston Géobe welcomed as “a whimsical tour of theesnatural,” opens on August™%laying through
August 26.

"This magical play is the perfect finale for thesason ofJncommon Love Stories’ says CTC Artistic
Director Byam Stevens, who will also be directihg production. "There's a saying in the theatdetra

that all plays are love stories (sometimes the Iovguestion is of money, power, fame, etc.) arisl th
season has certainly confirmed that saying, eveng there hasn’t been a conventional romantic dgme
in the series. Which isn’t to say that we havehdred romance and comedy and heartbreak and Hetraya
and mystery - all the makings of great contempotiaggatre!"

The Betrothed opens as Simon's flight crosses the Atlantic #o@fd Country. Betrothed since birth, he’s
waited thirty long years to meet his beloved, aadnmagines the beautiful woman waiting for him. dpo
arrival, his fantasy is derailed by old crones, allgrambiguous clergymen, deceitful babies, anayend
animals. Simon must navigate a world where mumglenstly possession, and rampant cuckoldry andsvisit
to the afterlife wreak havoc with his sense ofitgal’ he irresistible result? An existential comesigh a

fairy tale heart.

Chad Hoeppner, who opened the season with hisimegportrait of Andy the high school calculus
teacher in the CTC h#inimals Out of Papemill close the season with his turn as the naive
sentimental Simon.

THE CREATIVE TEAM

Dipika Guha was born in India and raised in Coghimw Kochi), London and Moscowder plays have
been presented in New York at Playwrights Horiz&lapbed Thumb, the Lark, and The Flea. Other
credits include: Oregon Shakespeare Festival, WetlHarbour Actors Theatre, and London’s Old Vic
New Voices. She is a graduate of the MFA Playwgifitogram at the Yale School of Drama, where she
studied under Paula Vogel, and is an alumnus oYtheng Writers Program at the Royal Court Theatre,
London.



The cast features Chad Hoeppner as Simon, Caittibdviough-Thayer as Cecilia/Rasheeda, John
Shuman as Gonan/The Priest and Anderson Mathe@slasion/The Son. Directed by Byam Stevens, Set
Design by Vicki R. Davis, Lighting Design by Laraibin, Costume Design by Sarah Patterson Nelson,
Sound Design by Tom Shread.

Byam Stevens has been the Artistic Director of CTC since 1998. Off Broadway credits includ&he
DishwashersThe Bully Pulpit starring Michael O. Smith as Teddy Roosevelt; gn@dWorld Premiere of
Carbondale Dreamby Steven Sater (author of the Tony Award winrfpging Awakening For CTC
he’s directed the World Premieres dhe Darlings Home Fires BurningThe Plains of lliorandJohn
and TeddyOther productions for CT@Vittenberg Last Train to NibrocLove SongThe Dishwashers
Grace Two RoomsThe Nina VariationsTea for ThregAn Almost Holy Picturgvalley SongThe
Interrogation of Nathan HaleShirley Valentineand the American Premiere Sixteen Words For Water
He also mentors young dancers at American Balletirke under the auspices of an Annenberg
Foundation grant.

Chad Hoeppner (Simon) returns to CTC following his acclaimed portraybRaskolnikov in last
season'’s highly praise@rime and PunishmeniHe has appeared on Broadwayiome Back Little Sheba
and Simon Gray'8utley. His many Off-Broadway credits include: The Mitteater, Classic Stage
Company, The Acting Company, Baryshnikov Arts Cerdad the New York Shakespeare Festival. TV:
Law and Order: SVUGeneral HospitalChad will be pulling a theatrical double heade€aC this
summer, having starred as Andy in Rajiv Josepimisnals Out of Paper

Caitlin McDonough-Thayer (Cecilia/Rasheeda) previously appeared at CTi@ The Lower CortexShe
is a well known fixture in the New York’s Downtoviltheatre scene, having worked extensively with
Richard Foreman’s world renowned Ontological-Hyst&heatre. Other New York credits includée
Wife, directed by May Adrales; and gigs with ARS NOV#darhe Ohio Theater.

John Shuman (Gonan/The Priest) is returning to CTC for the third time — the fitato: The Dishwashers
(which transferred Off Broadway) atthderneath the Lintdpresented at Springfield’s CityStage). His
Broadway credits includé:a Cage Aux Folleand13 Rue de L'AmourOff BroadwayThe
FantasticksHot L Baltimore Moonchildren He has worked regionally at The Guthrie, Portland
Center Stage, Yale Repertory, Pittsburgh Publig, Baeet, and The Alley Theatre.

Anderson Matthews (Solomon/The Son) has appeared at CTCilme Plains of llionThe Interrogation

of Nathan HaleandThe Drawer BoyHis Broadway credits includehe Robber Bridegroomnd Peter
Ustinov'sBeethoven's 0 Off Broadway, he has appearedrien by TenneseBeef(directed by Byam
Stevens), and for 19 months as Boolie in the ocalgimoduction oDriving Miss Daisy Regional credits
include Repertory Theatre of St. Louis, Cincinfdtiyhouse, Contemporary American Theatre Festival,
Pittsburgh Public Theatre, Old Globe, and Areng&talvay off- Broadway, he appeared at London's Old
Vic in The Cradle Will Rock

TICKETSAND INFORMATION

Tickets are available on CTC's websiavw.chestertheatre.orgr by phone at 1-800-595-4TIX or 413-
354-7771. To receive a brochure, contact the bfixeoht 413-354-7771. Performances are Wednesday
through Saturday at 8:00pm, with matinees ThursehaySunday at 2:00pm. Tickets are $22.50-$33;
group rates are available. For further informatitit CTC's website atvww.chestertheatre.org




ABOUT CTC

Chester Theatre Company, a professional theatr@aayriocated in the foothills of the Berkshires,
produces 4-5 plays each summer and fall, perfofoyadp-flight actors, directors and designers from
across the country. Under the leadership of ActBirector Byam Stevens, CTC has earned a repuatatio
for producing the best in contemporary theat®/-€T C productions have gone on to Off Broadway,
regional, national, and international engagementsin thelast 15 years. For further information go to
CTC'’s website: www.chestertheatre.org

CTC performances are supported, in part, by furmte Massachusetts Cultural Council and the Local
Cultural Councils of Blandford, Chester, Huntingtdfiddlefield, Montgomery, Russell, Westfield, and
Worthington.



